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and although he alleviated his situation by birakfusting
with Gouverneur Morris and going as frequently as possible
to the play, it is to be feared that he returned to Broadlands
with a poor opinion of his neighbours.

He came back to find his country slightly disturbed by
the proximity of France* There had U*en a dangerous
release of political ideas; and even the century of unbroken
felicity, which had succeeded the Glorious Revolution,
hardly rendered England immune from the contagion* It
was necessary for the King, in the same week as he pro-
claimed his neutrality in the war between the Most Christian
King and the King of Hungary, to denounce the dangerous
flow of wicked and seditious publications, which threatened
to disturb his country's intellectual peace; and it forthwith
became the pleasure of his leading subjects to meet in shire-
halls and corn exchanges and meeting-houses and even upon
licensed premises in order to affirm in loyal addresses their
detestation of all foreign notions and their unalterable
devotion to the existing institutions of their country. Lord
Palmerston's neighbours at Southampton and Lymington
took the loyal fever and warranted by their votes that the
Revolution should never come up-stream to Broadlands,
where the children were still playing on the black pony
under the great trees*

His heir, at seven, corresponded profusely with his mother,
although a fastidious eye at home once judged his letters too
bad to send. His zeal for correspondence even impelled &
formal acceptance of her invitation " to goblc up mince**
pyes or whatever else there is for dinner " on Christmas
Day, addressed to " Viscountess Palmerston in her dressing
room up stairs, Broadlands^1 and sealed in glorious, if
slightly grubby, emulation of a grown-up seal* Early in
1792 Lord Palmerston enjoyed the melancholy satisfaction
of walking in Sir Joshua's funeral. Tha portrait could
never be finished now; and, consoled by tha second choke
of a picture from the deserted studio in Leicester Square,
the Viscount carried his pall with three dukes, two ttwu>
qtu$es, and three earls* In the next year he took the road